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At the closing ceremony, Bilal Akbar 
Khan, Punjab’s Transport Minister, 
highlighted EVS World’s pivotal role in 
steering the province’s sustainable 
transport agenda. The government 
reiterated its commitment to forging 
strong public-private partnerships, 
expanding infrastructure, and reinforc-
ing policy frameworks to accelerate EV 
adoption across Pakistan. Fakt’s CEO 
re�lected on the event’s resonance: 
“This successful showcase lays a �irm 
foundation for Pakistan’s energy-ef�i-
cient and eco-friendly future,” signaling 
that this is far from a one-off it’s a 
launchpad for real, long-term transfor-
mation. 

EVS World Lahore 2025 – Pakistan’s First 
Step into  the Electric Future

n August 1, 2025, Expo Centre Lahore buzzed with unprecedented energy as Electricity Pakistan and EVS 
World burst onto the scene—marking Pakistan’s �irst-ever dedicated exhibition spotlighting electric vehi-

cles and energy storage solutions. Organized by Fakt Exhibitions, the groundbreaking three-day event 
(August 1–3) welcomed over 50+ national and international participants to present their latest in EV innova-
tion, storage technologies, and sustainable mobility systems.

A Landmark Beginning
This wasn’t just another expo—it 
was a bold declaration: Pakistan 
is ready to shift gears toward a 
cleaner, smarter transport future. 
As Saleem Khan Tanoli, CEO of 
Fakt Exhibitions, aptly described, 
the event created “a gateway 
where global innovation meets 
local ambition” 
Kicking off the inauguration, Mian 
Abuzar Shad, President of the 
Lahore Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry (LCCI), emphasized the 
critical role of innovation and 
collaboration in driving Paki-
stan’s industrial  transformation. 
He underlined that events like 

EVS World are instrumental in 
attracting tech-driven invest-
ments and reinforcing sustain-
able growth. 

From sleek electric cars to 
cutting-edge two-wheelers, from 
next-generation battery storage 
to smart charging infrastructure 
EVS World spanned the full spec-
trum of electric mobility. More 
than a display, the event offered 
live test rides, expert-led discus-
sions, and immersive interac-
tions with both public and 
private stakeholders l.

A Showcase of Breakthroughs

Turning Momentum into Movement
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The electric vehicle (EV) revolu-
tion is no longer a distant 
dream in Pakistan—it’s hum-
ming quietly at charging 
stations in Islamabad, Lahore, 
and Karachi. But for EV adop-
tion to truly accelerate, one 
critical question remains: 
Where will all these vehicles 
charge?

The Current State of Charging 
in Pakistan

EV charging infrastructure in 
Pakistan is still in its infancy. 
Most stations are concentrated 
in:

Major highways like Lahore-Is-
lamabad Motorway (M2)

High-end urban locations, 
often supported by dealerships 
such as MG or Audi

Pilot projects by fuel compa-
nies like PSO and Shell

Currently, fast chargers (DC) 
remain limited, and most 
public charging relies on 
slower AC chargers, which are 
suitable for overnight or 
long-stop char-ging.

Most public charging infra-
structure still relies heavily on 
slower AC chargers, which, 
while cost-effective and easier 
to deploy, are primarily suitable 
for overnight charging at home 

or long-stop locations such as 
hotels, malls, or office complex-
es.

The Rise of Battery Swapping
To tackle range anxiety and 
charging delays, battery swap-
ping technology is entering 
the discussion. In this model:

Drivers swap their depleted 
battery for a fully charged 
one at a station.

Swap takes minutes instead of 
hours, ideal for rickshaws, 
bikes, and delivery fleets.

Companies can own and main-
tain the batteries, reducing 
upfront cost for operators.

In Pakistan, battery swapping 
has the strongest potential in 
the two- and three-wheeler 

market, where daily mileage is 
high, and downtime is costly.

Key Players Leading the 
Charge

Several companies are testing 
the waters:

PSO, Shell, and Attock Petro-
leum: Establishing highway EV 
chargers with global tech part-
ners.

Local Startups: Working on 
battery swapping solutions 
for e-bikes and e-rickshaws, 
particularly for ride-hailing and 
delivery services.

Car OEMs like MG, BYD, and 
Audi: Offering chargers at 
showrooms and partnering 
with malls for premium cus-
tomer convenience.

What ’s Next? Pakistan’s Growing EV 
Charging & Battery Swap Network
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Urban vs. Highway Charging

Two different strategies are 
emerging:

1. Highway Fast Charging – 
Critical for long-distance EV 
travel, mostly targeting premi-
um car owners.

2. Urban Battery Swapping & 
Charging Hubs – Best suited 
for fleet vehicles, which 
require minimal downtime and 
predictable routes.

The urban strategy could 
unlock mass-market EV adop-
tion for bikes, rickshaws, and 
delivery vans, reducing fuel 
import bills and pollution 
simultaneously.

Challenges on the Grid

Despite promising moves, sev-
eral challenges remain:

Grid reliability: Load shedding 
and fluctuating voltage can 
disrupt consistent charging.

High upfront cost: DC fast 
chargers and swapping 
stations require large capital 
investment.

Policy clarity: Investors seek 
long-term tariff and incentive 
frameworks to scale networks 
sustainably.

Battery swap stations require a 
constant and often high-power 
supply to charge multiple bat-
teries simultaneously. During 
peak swap times (e.g., morning 
or evening), the sudden surge 
in energy demand can strain 
the local grid—especially in 
urban areas where the grid is 
already overloaded.

The Road to a Connected EV 
Network

Industry experts believe Paki-
stan’s EV infrastructure will 
expand in three phases:

1. Pilot & Premium Phase 
(2023–2025): Chargers in high-
ways, malls, and showrooms.

2.  Fleet & Commercial 
Growth (2025–2027): Expan-
sion of battery swapping and 
urban charging hubs for mass 
adoption of two- and 
three-wheelers.

3. Mass Market Phase (2028 
onward): Public chargers 
become common in fuel sta-
tions and urban neighbor-
hoods, enabling true main-
stream adoption.they elimi-
nate range anxiety, enhance 
convenience.

Why It Matters

A robust charging and swap-
ping network is the backbone 
of Pakistan’s EV revolution. 
Without it, EV adoption will 
remain limited to high-income 
enthusiasts. With it, Pakistan 
can electrify urban mobility, 
cut oil imports, and +

The road to an EV future is not 
just about the vehicles—it’s 
about the chargers and battery 
swaps that keep them moving.

Equally transformative is the 
concept of battery swapping, 
which allows users to exchange 
a depleted battery for a fully 
charged one in a matter of 
minutes. This model is espe-
cially beneficial for commercial 
fleets, ride-hailing services, and 
delivery vehicles that require 
minimal downtime.

11
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Why BYD Sees Potential in 
Pakistan?

Pakistan may not yet be a 
major EV market, but it is a 
market of strategic impor-
tance:

Population & Urbanization: 
With over 240 million people 

created an urgent need for 
low-cost, low-maintenance 
electric fleets.

Local Assembly: The 
Game-Changer

Industry sources indicate that 
BYD is exploring local assem-
bly options, potentially 

and rapidly growing urbancen-
ters, Pakistan is an untapped 
EV market for two-wheelers, 
three-wheelers, and commer-
cial fleets.

Government Incentives: Paki-
stan’s EV Policy 2025–30 offers 
customs and tax concessions 
for local assembly, which is cru-
cial for price-sensitive markets.

Logistics & Commercial 
Demand: The boom in e-com-
merce and delivery services 
has 

through partnerships with 
existing automotive groups in 
Pakistan. Local assembly could:

Lower vehicle costs by reduc-
ing import duties.

Create local jobs in assembly 
and after-sales services.

Accelerate market adoption 
by making BYD models acces-
sible to middle-class buyers 
and fleet operators.

If successful, Pakistan could 
mirror BYD’s playbook in India 
and Thailand, where local 
assembly and strategic fleet 
sales accelerated early adop-
tion.

Potential Product Lineup for 
Pakistan

While official announcements 
are still under wraps, BYD’s 
likely entry models could 
include:

BYD Dolphin – A compact elec-
tric hatchback for urban com-
muters.

BYD e6 – A practical electric 
MPV, ideal for ride-hailing 
fleets.

In the global race toward 
electric mobility, BYD (Build 
Your Dreams) has emerged as 
a powerhouse, transforming 
from a Chinese battery maker 
into one of the world’s largest 
EV manufacturers. Now, all 
eyes are on its ambitious entry 
into Pakistan, a market that 
could become a critical node in 
BYD’s South Asian strategy.  

BYD’s Big Leap: Local Assembly, Global 
Vision – Why Pakistan Matters
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BYD T3 – An electric van for 
last-mile delivery and logistics.

BYD Electric Buses – A strong 
contender for Pakistan’s public 
transport modernization.

With commercial fleets and 
two/three-wheelers dominat-
ing local traffic, BYD could also 
introduce battery-swappable 
solutions to compete with 
emerging Chinese and local 
players.

Challenges to Overcome

Despite the potential, BYD’s 
success will depend on:

Charging Infrastructure: 
Without a robust nationwide 
network, adoption will remain 
urban-centric.

Price Sensitivity: High import 
costs and volatile currency 
exchange rates could affect 
early pricing.

After-Sales Ecosystem: Win-
ning Pakistani customers will 
require strong service net-
works and reliable spare parts 
availability.

the Middle East, creating a 
mini manufacturing hub.

If BYD executes well, it could 
reshape Pakistan’s EV mar-
ket—not just selling cars but 
enabling a full ecosystem of 
charging, battery solutions, 
and fleet electrification.

The Bottom Line

BYD’s potential arrival in Paki-
stan signals that the country is 
on the radar of global EV lead-
ers. For Pakistan, the challenge 
is clear: provide policy stability, 
infrastructure support, and 
local collaboration to turn this 
interest into a long-term EV 
revolution.

If BYD can successfully localize, 
Pakistan may witness its first 
true leap from fuel pumps to 
fast chargers.

Why Pakistan Matters for 
BYD’s Global Vision

Pakistan’s location at the cross-
roads of South and Central 
Asia offers BYD a springboard 
for regional exports. Local 
assembly could open doors to 
Afghanistan, Central Asia, and 
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On the bustling streets of 
Lahore and Karachi, a quiet 
revolution is underway. Among 
the honking of motorcycles 
and the rattle of traditional 
rickshaws, Sazgar’s electric 
rickshaws glide almost silent-
ly—offering a glimpse into 
Pakistan’s urban transport 
future.

The Rise of the E-Rickshaw

E-rickshaws are not new to 
Asia, and Pakistan now hosts 
multiple local and imported EV 
rickshaw brands. Yet, Sazgar 
stands out for pioneering 
large-scale local production. Its 
strategy of combining afford-
able pricing, local assembly, 
and eco-friendly performance 
has helped it become a front

runner, attracting attention 
from both individual drivers 
and fleet operators.

Key benefits include:

Lower running costs: 
Charging an e-rickshaw costs a 
fraction of daily CNG or petrol 
expenses.

Environmental impact: Zero 
tailpipe emissions reduce 
urban air pollution.

Low maintenance: Fewer 
moving parts mean less down-
time and repair costs for opera-
tors.

Why Sazgar Leads in a Com-
petitive Market

Several brands now offer e-rick-
shaws in Pakistan, but Sazgar 
has an edge due to:

Established distribution net-
work from years of convention-
al rickshaw leadership.

Local assembly capabilities, 
reducing costs and ensuring 
spare parts availability.

Brand trust among drivers 
familiar with Sazgar’s durability 
and after-sales service.

Early mover advantage, 
launching pilot fleets before 
most competitors.

By leveraging these strengths, 
Sazgar is positioning itself as 
the go-to choice for electric 
three-wheelers, even as new 
competitors enter the space.

Sazgar’s Strategy for Market 
Leadership

The company’s plan includes:

Partnerships for battery and 
motor technology with lead-
ing Chinese EV suppliers.

Pilot programs in high-traffic 
areas to showcase operational 
savings.

Expansion into ride-hailing 
fleets, which can scale adop-
tion quickly

According to Sazgar’s repre-
sentatives, the company aims 
to electrify a significant share 
of its rickshaw lineup by 2026..

Three Wheels to the Future: How Sazgar’s E
Rickshaws Are Redefining Urban Transport
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Adoption Drivers and Market 
Response

Early adoption has been most 
prominent in urban centers, 
where fuel costs and emissions 
are critical concerns. Key driv-
ers include:

Ride-hailing services looking 
for cost-effective, green alter-
natives.

Government incentives such 
as duty reductions on EV com-
ponents.

Public awareness, as com-
muters appreciate the quieter, 
cleaner rides.

Challenges Ahead

Despite the optimism, some 
hurdles remain:

Charging access is still limited 
beyond major urban neighbor-
hoods.

Battery life and cost will deter-
mine long-term profitability.

Financing options like 
micro-leasing are essential for 
mass operator adoption.

A Turning Point for Urban Mo-
bility

Sazgar’s e-rickshaws symbolize 
more than just a product 
launch—they represent a shift 
toward sustainable, low-cost 
mobility for Pakistan’s cities. 
Even with multiple brands 
entering the market, Sazgar’s 
early investments, local trust, 
and distribution strength put it 
in a unique position to lead the 
charge.

In a country where 
three-wheelers dominate 
urban streets, electrifying 
them—led by trusted brands 
like Sazgar—could be the fast-
est route to cleaner, quieter 
cities.

15
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As electric vehicles (EVs) quietly 
enter Pakistan’s roads, a new 
debate is heating up among 
car buyers: Should I go full 
electric or choose a hybrid 
first?

From the bustling streets of 
Karachi to Islamabad’s quieter 
boulevards, buyers are weigh-
ing costs, infrastructure, and 
practicality before making the 
leap into the future of mobility.

The Case for Hybrids

Hybrids have become the safe 
first step for many Pakistani 
buyers, offering:

No range anxiety: The petrol 
engine kicks in when the bat-
tery depletes.

Fuel savings: Models like 
Toyota Corolla Cross Hybrid  

 

and Honda Vezel can cut fuel 
costs by 30–40%

Easy resale and maintenance: 
Hybrids use existing fuel infra-
structure, making ownership 
easier in areas without char-
gers.

For many families, hybrids are 
the bridge between the old 
and new worlds of mobility.

The Appeal of Full EVs

Electric vehicles, on the other 
hand, promise zero-emission 
driving and lower running 
costs:

No petrol needed, slashing 
operational expenses.

Smooth and quiet ride with 
instant torque.

Environmental benefits, 
reducing urban air pollution.

However, EVs face challenges 
in Pakistan:

Limited charging infrastruc-
ture outside major cities.

Higher upfront costs, espe-
cially for imported models like 
MG ZS EV and Audi e-tron.

Long charging times unless 
fast chargers are available.

Hybrid or Electric? Pakistan’s EV Buyers 
at a Crossroads
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Buyer Profile: Who Chooses 
What?

Hybrid buyers: Family-orient-
ed, practical, prefer conve-
nience and existing fueling 
options.

EV buyers: Tech-savvy early 
adopters, willing to invest in 
home charging setups, mostly 
in urban or gated communi-
ties.

Market Trends and New 
Entrants

Global players are eyeing Paki-
stan’s market:

BYD and MG are testing afford-
able EV models for urban use.

Honda and Toyota plan to 
expand hybrid portfolios, 
bridging the gap until EV infra-
structure matures.

Local assemblers may soon 
offer budget-friendly EVs and 
hybrids, lowering the entry 
barrier.

Industry experts predict that 
hybrids will dominate the 
next 3–5 years, while full EV 
adoption will accelerate after 
2028 once charging and bat-
tery swap networks mature.

The Road Ahead for Pakistani 
Buyers
The choice between hybrid and 
electric depends on infrastruc-
ture and lifestyle:

City dwellers with home 
charging may leap directly to 
EVs for cost and environmental 
benefits.

Frequent travelers and rural 
users may stick to hybrids until 
charging becomes wide-
spread.

Either way, the shift to electri-
fied mobility is inevitable. 
Hybrids are the bridge, EVs are 
the destination.

For now, Pakistan’s roads will 
echo with both the quiet hum 
of EVs and the whisper of 
hybrid engines—each carrying 
the country a step closer to a 
cleaner future. the subtle whis-
per of hybrid engines, symbol-
izing a transitional phase in the 
nation’s journey toward sus-
tainable mobility.Each ride, 
whether electric or hybrid, 
brings Pakistan a step closer to 
a cleaner, greener, and more 
resilient transport future.
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WIND ENERGY

or or thousands of years, humans have 
recognized the potential of harnessing the wind: 
propelling ships, pumping water, and even 

sawing wood. Today, modern wind power and 
other forms of renewable energy are the 
fastest-growing energy sources in the world, with 
wind making up about 10 percent of total energy 
production in the United States. Read on to learn 
more about how declining costs and enticing climate, 
health, and economic bene�its are helping wind 
energy soar.

Let’s start with some basics. Wind is the movement of 
air caused by pressure
differences in the earth’s atmosphere, which is caused 
by the uneven heating of the earth’s surface from the 
sun. Because of earth’s irregular surface, the slight tilt 
of the planet, and its rotation, different areas heat up at 
different rates. As warmer air expands and rises, it 
creates a pressure imbalance with the nearby cooler 
air, which then rushes in to �ill that space. That’s the 
wind! The greater the pressure difference, the stronger 
the wind: like an untied balloon blowing out air.

Real News, Real-Time, Real Connections

The facts and advantages of wind energy—and why we’re 
turning to turbines to power our clean energy futre.

Turbines at Heritage Sustainable Energy's Stoney Corners Wind Farm in McBain, Michigan Shutterstock.

What is wind energy?
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The most common type of turbine used in the United 
States today are horizontalaxis wind turbines, which 
have two to three long, �lat propeller blades that face 
the direction of the wind. Less common are 
vertical-axis wind turbines, which have blades that 
look like the beaters in a mixer and don’t have to face 
the wind to capture energy. This latter type is not as 
ef�icient at producing electricity.
Each wind turbine contains a set of propeller blades 
attached to a rotor at the very top of the turbine tower. 
Connected to the rotor is a nacelle—a box-like covering
that contains a shaft and a generator. The kinetic 
energy is transformed into electricity by a chain of 
churning: the wind spins the blades, which also spins 
therotor, which then turns the shaft, which spins the 
generator. The electricity produced by the generator 
�lows down the turbine tower and through a
transformer to be converted to the right voltage to be 
transmitted to our power grid. This entire process 
produces no air pollution, unlike fossil fuel–powered
plants, which have to burn through polluting coal, oil, 
or gas to create the steam that turns the gears to create 
electricity. The bigger the wind turbine, the more 
energy it can produce. Turbines are also tall
because wind blows more consistently and faces less 
resistance higher up in the air. Longer blades can catch 
more available wind, even in places that are relatively
less windy. There is a wide range in turbine sizes but 
the average land-based turbine installed in 2022 was 
321 feet tall, with propeller blades that are 429 feet
in diameter.

Wind farms—essentially, groups of wind 
turbines—are often located on agricultural lands and 
in rural areas. Most are owned by independent power
producers that sell the electricity to utilities and 
consumers. Deciding where to place a wind farm is an 
essential part of the development
process. For starters, a farm should be sited away from 
large trees and buildings, which might block or slow 
the wind. Some are built adjacent to communities in
remote areas where importing fuel might be expensive. 
Others are planned in more populated areas with high 
energy needs. The good news is that wind farms
can be developed both on land and over water. There    
Land-based wind energy projects: Sometimes referred 
to as onshore wind, these range in size, with as few as 
two or three turbines. The average
U.S. utility-scale wind farm has 50; the country’s 
largest (and the third
largest in the world) is the Alta Wind Energy Center in 
California, with 600 turbines. For those located on 
farmland (as is common in parts of the
Midwest), crop rows can be planted and livestock may 
graze between the
turbines, as when landowners choose to host wind 
developments in exchange for annual payments from 
power companies.
Distributed wind energy projects: These are also 
land-based but operate
on a small scale, with capacity that is usually under a 
megawatt. Instead of generating wholesale energy for 
a utility, a distributed wind project is on the
customer’s side of the meter. It might include just one 
or a few turbines to
serve local needs, like powering a water pump on a 
farm or electrifying a
home.
Offshore wind farms: Turbines built over water are 
larger than those on
land (up to double the size), allowing them to better 
catch the strong coastal
winds. They can either be anchored onto shallow 
sea�loor, in which case
they’re called �ixed-bottom wind turbines, or installed 
on a �loating platform in deeper waters. A small 
�loating turbine might power an offshore
research facility. A larger farm could supply mainland 
communities, with the electricity transported via 
cables to the power grid on land.

Other key components of a turbine include the 
anemometer and the controller. The anemometer 
measures wind speed and sends the data to the 
controller, which turns the turbine on when the wind 
has reached the minimum speed of 7–11 miles per
hour. The controller turns the turbine off if wind 
speeds are too high to avoid damaging the blades, 
around 55 miles per hour.
According to the U.S. Energy Information 
Administration, the average output of a new 
commercial wind turbine is 843,000 kilowatt-hours of 
electricity per month.
The average U.S. home uses about 893 kilowatt-hours 
of electricity a month, so a single commercial wind 
turbine could power nearly 1,000 homes. 

How do wind turbines work? What are wind farms?
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RENEWABLE ENERGY-POWERING
A SAFER FUTURE

nergy is at the heart of the 
climate challenge – and 

key to the solution. A large 
chunk of the greenhouse 
gases that blanket the 

Earth and trap the sun’s heat are 
generated through energy produc-
tion, by burning fossil fuels to gen-
erate electricity and heat.
Fossil fuels, such as coal, oil and 
gas, are by far the  largest contribu-
tor to global climate change, 
accounting  for over 75 percent of 
global greenhouse gas emissions 
and nearly 90 percent of all carbon 
dioxide emissions.
The science is clear: to avoid the 
worst impacts of climate change, 
emissions need to be reduced by 
almost half by 2030 and reach 
net-zero by 2050.
To achieve this, we need to end our 
reliance on fossil fuels and invest in 
alternative sources of energy that 
are clean, accessible, affordable, 
sustainable, and reliable.

Renewable energy sources – which 
are available in abundance all 
around us, provided
by the sun, wind, water, waste, and 
heat from the Earth – are replen-
ished by nature and emit little to no 
greenhouse gases or pollutants 
into the air.
Fossil fuels still account for more 
than 80 percent of global energy 
production, but cleaner sources of 
energy are gaining ground. About 
29 percent of electricity currently
comes from renewable sources.

Here are �ive reasons why acceler-
ating the transition to clean energy 
is the pathway to a healthy, livable 
planet today and for generations to 
come.
1- Renewable energy sources are 
all around us
About 80 percent of the global pop-
ulation lives in countries that are 
net-importers of
fossil fuels -- that’s about 6 billion 
people who are dependent on fossil 
fuels from other
countries, which makes them 
vulnerable to geopolitical shocks 
and crises.
In contrast, renewable energy 
sources are available in all coun-
tries, and their potential
is yet to be fully harnessed. The 
International Renewable Energy 
Agency (IRENA) estimates that 90 
percent of the world’s electricity 
can and should come from
renewable energy by 2050.
Renewables offer a way out of 
import dependency, allowing coun

2- Renewable energy is cheaper
Renewable energy actually is the 
cheapest power option in most 
parts of the world
today. Prices for renewable energy 
technologies are dropping rapidly. 
The cost of electricity from solar 
power fell by 85 percent between 
2010 and 2020. Costs of onshore 
and offshore wind energy fell by 56 
percent and 48 percent respective-
ly. 

tries to diversify their economies 
and protect them from the unpre-
dictable price swings of fossil fuels,
while driving inclusive economic 
growth, new jobs, and poverty 
alleviation.
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Falling prices make renewable 
energy more attractive all around – 
including to lowand middle-in-
come countries, where most of the 
additional demand for new elec-
tricity will come from. With falling 
costs, there is a real opportunity for 
much of the new power supply 
over the coming years to be provid-
ed by low-carbon sources.
Cheap electricity from renewable 
sources could provide 65 percent 
of the world’s total electricity 
supply by 2030. It could decarbon-
ize 90 percent of the power sector 
by 2050, massively cutting carbon 
emissions and helping to mitigate 
climate change.Although solar and 
wind power costs are expected to 
remain higher in 2022 and 2023
then pre-pandemic levels due to 
general elevated commodity and 
freight prices, their competitive-
ness actually improves due to much 
sharper increases in gas and coal
prices, says the International 
Energy Agency (IEA).

4- Renewable energy creates job
Every dollar of investment in 
renewables creates three times 
more jobs than in the fossil fuel 
industry. The IEA estimates that 
the transition towards net-zero 
emissions will lead to an overall 
increase in energy sector jobs: 
while about 5 million jobs in
fossil fuel production could be lost 
by 2030, an estimated 14 million 
new jobs would be created in clean 
energy, resulting in a net gain of 9 
million jobs.
In addition, energy-related indus-
tries would require a further 16 
million workers, for instance to 
take on new roles in manufacturing 
of electric vehicles and hyper-ef�i-
cient appliances or in innovative 
technologies such as hydrogen. 
This means that a total of more 
than 30 million jobs could be creat-
ed in clean energy, ef�iciency, and 
lowemissions technologies by 
2030.
Ensuring a just transition, placing 
the needs and rights of people at 
the heart of the energy transition, 
will be paramount to make sure no 
one is left behind.

5- Renewable energy makes eco-
nomic sense
About $7 trillion was spent on 
subsidizing the fossil fuel industry 
in 2022, including through explicit 
subsidies, tax breaks, and health 
and environmental damages that 
were not priced into the cost of 
fossil fuels.In comparison, about 
$4.5 trillion a year needs to be 
invested in renewable energy until
2030 – including investments in 
technology and infrastructure – to 
allow us to reach net-zero emis-
sions by 2050.
The upfront cost can be daunting 
for many countries with limited 
resources, and many will need 
�inancial and technical support to 
make the transition. But invest-
ments in renewable energy will pay 
off. The reduction of pollution and 
climate impacts alone could save 
the world up to $4.2 trillion per 
year by 2030.
Moreover, ef�icient, reliable renew-
able technologies can create a 
system less prone to market shocks 
and improve resilience and energy 
security by diversifying power
supply options.

3- Renewable energy is healthier
According to the World Health 
Organization (WHO), about 99 
percent of people in the world 
breathe air that exceeds air quality 
limits and threatens their health, 
and more than 13 million deaths 
around the world each year are due 
to avoidable environmental causes, 
including air pollution.
The unhealthy levels of �ine partic-
ulate matter and nitrogen dioxide 
originate mainly from the burning 
of fossil fuels. In 2018, air pollution 
from fossil fuels caused $2.9
trillion in health and economic 
costs, about $8 billion a day. 
Switching to clean sources of 
energy, such as wind and solar, thus 
helps address not only climate 
change but also air pollution and 
health.
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In Pakistan’s industrial heart-
lands, where power outages 
and rising energy costs have 
long haunted manufacturers, a 
quiet revolution is taking place. 
Lucky Cement, one of the 
country’s leading industrial 
players, has rolled out a Battery 
Energy Storage System 
(BESS) that could redefine 
how factories manage elec-
tricity and contribute to a 
greener energy transition.

The Power Problem in Industry
For decades, Pakistan’s indus-
tries have faced a double chal-
lenge:

1. Unreliable grid power, with 
frequent load shedding 
disrupting production.

2. Soaring fuel costs for 
backup generators, which eat 
into profit margins.

For energy-intensive industries 
like cement, these interrup-
tions are more than inconve-
nient—they can damage 
equipment, delay shipments, 
and reduce competitiveness.

BESS: A Game-Changer for 
Industrial Energy

Battery Energy Storage Sys-
tems are emerging as a critical 
tool for energy resilience. 
Lucky Cement’s project inte-
grates BESS into its existing 
energy infrastructure, allowing 
the company to:

Store energy during off-peak 
hours or from on-site renew-
ables.

Provide instant backup 
during grid failures, avoiding 
costly downtime.

Stabilize voltage and fre-
quency, protecting sensitive 
industrial machinery.

By pairing lithium-ion battery 
banks with smart energy 
management, Lucky Cement 
is reducing reliance on fos-
sil-fuel generators while 
moving toward sustainable 
energy practices.

The Green Angle: Aligning 
with EV and Clean Energy 
Goals

While primarily an industrial 
solution, BESS deployment has 
wider implications for Paki-
stan’s energy ecosystem:

Supports Renewable Integra-
tion: Solar or wind power at 
industrial sites can be stored 
for nighttime use, reducing 
grid pressure.

Fosters EV Infrastructure: 
Large-scale battery storage 
experience can pave the way 
for future EV charging hubs at 
industrial and commercial 
locations.

Reduces Carbon Footprint: By 
cutting generator runtime, 
Lucky Cement is contributing 
to lower CO₂ emissions in line 
with global sustainability 
targets.

Lucky Cement’s BESS Project: Battery Power
 Fuels Industrial Energy Resilience
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Economic Benefits for Indus-
try

BESS is not just a green initia-
tive—it’s good business. Key 
advantages include:

Lower operational costs by 
minimizing generator fuel use.

Peak shaving, where stored 
energy is used during high-tar-
iff hours to save on electricity 
bills.

Improved reliability, ensuring 
continuous production and 
export commitments
.
Experts suggest that as bat-
tery prices continue to fall, 
more industries—textile, steel, 
and chemicals—could adopt 
BESS solutions, creating a 
domino effect of industrial 
energy independence.

Challenges to Scaling

Despite its promise, BESS 
adoption in Pakistan faces 
some hurdles:

High initial investment, as 
batteries still require signifi-
cant capital.

Limited local expertise, lead-
ing to dependence on foreign 
integrators.

Policy gaps, as industrial-scale 
storage is still a gray area in 
energy regulation.

Import dependence on bat-
tery components raises con-
cerns about supply chain reli-
ability, foreign exchange pres-
sure, and technology adapta-
tion to local climatic condi-
tions.

Looking Ahead: Industrial 
Energy 2.0

Lucky Cement’s pioneering 
move could be a catalyst for 
broader adoption of industrial 
energy storage in Pakistan. As 
the country pushes for cleaner 
energy, lower imports, and EV 
adoption, projects like this 
show how industries can lead 
the transition.

If supported by tax incentives, 
local assembly of battery sys-
tems, and integration with 
renewable energy, Pakistan 
could see a wave of industrial 
BESS projects—turning power 
crises into opportunities for 
energy independence and 
economic growth.

Lucky Cement’s BESS is more 
than an industrial backup—it's 
a glimpse into Pakistan’s 
energy future.it represents a 
forward-thinking step toward a 
resilient and sustainable 
energy future for Pakistan. By 
integrating advanced storage 
technology, Lucky Cement is 
not only ensuring uninterrupt-
ed operations at its industrial 
facilities but also contributing 
to national grid stability and 
energy efficiency. This move 
reflects a broader shift toward 
clean energy solutions, align-
ing with global trends and 
Pakistan’s climate goals. The 
BESS can help balance energy 
supply and demand, store 
excess renewable power, and 
reduce dependence on fossil 
fuels—setting a powerful 
example for other industries to 
follow.
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GLIMPSES         ELECTRICITY PAKISTAN 
               EXHIBITION 2025 

Electricity Pakistan
Electricity Pakistan is Pakistan's premier exhibition for 
Energy, Storage and Power industry. It is a dedicated plat-
form for manufacturers, suppliers, distributors, users and 
energy storage solutions providers.Participants from 
governments, utilities, independent energy producers, 
energy storage products manufacturers, consulting com-
panies, associate as well as other related sectors are invit-
ed to discuss applications, opportunities and challenges 
for energy, storage and power sector Pakistan, where 
power shortfall is usually addressed through the estab-
lishment of large coal, oil, hydroelectric, and some solar 

-
dented extent.

Electricity Pakistan aims to drive progress within the 
energy storage and power industry by providing a 
platform where industry leaders, innovators, and 
stakeholders can converge to share ideas, discover new 
technologies, and inspire 

change. Fostering Industry Collaboration, Connecting 
local and international businesses, industry experts and 
technology providers to create meaningful partnerships. 
As a major exhibition focused solely on energy storage 
and power solutions, Electricity Pakistan is designed to 

energy and power sectors. 

Pakistan Alternative Energy Development Board says the 
country has the potential to generate annually 2.9 million 
megawatt of clean energy from solar, 340,000 megawatt 
from wind and 100,000 megawatt from hydropower.In 
this situation, a fusion of domestic renewable generation 
and power storage technology seems to be an 

also cut thecosts, incurred in expansion, operation, and 
maintenance of the power infrastructure, down to almost 
a naught.

Our Objectives

Pakistan Alter native Energy 
Development Board

Real News, Real-Time, Real Connections
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The global energy landscape is rapidly evolving, with 

role in the transition toward cleaner, more resilient 
energy systems. As the world shifts away from fossil fuels, 
countries like Pakistan are recognizing the urgent need 
to modernize their energy infrastructure to meet rising 
demands, reduce dependency on conventional power 
sources, and support sustainable development. In 
response, Pakistan is making strategic investments in 

systems. These advancements are not only helping to 
stabilize the national grid but also ensuring uninterrupt-
ed energy access across urban and rural regions.

Key sectors such as solar, wind, and hydroelectric power 
are witnessing unprecedented growth, with supportive 
government policies, international partnerships, and 
private sector innovation driving progress. 

Power and Energy Storage
Industry in Pakistan
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Indus Cloud, Huawei to build Next-Gen Data
Center in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD, Aug 7 (Gwadar Pro)- In a signi�icant move toward advancing Pakistan’s digital infrastructure, Indus 
Cloud a subsidiary of Master Group of Industries has entered into a strategic partnership with Huawei to jointly 
develop a state-of-the-art next-generation cloud data center in the country.
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The collaboration is set to provide cutting-edge cloud services that are scalable, 
secure, and energy-ef�icient, addressing the growing digital needs of businesses 
and public sector organizations across Pakistan.
The new data center will utilize Huawei's advanced technologies, including its 
PowerPOD 3.0 system, which offers a 40% reduction in footprint and a 70% 
decrease in energy consumption compared to traditional models. It will also 
incorporate the Xinghe Intelligent Ultra-Resilient Data Center Network to 
ensure long-term network stability and uninterrupted services. This initiative 
supports Pakistan's national vision for rapid digital transformation and the 
adoption of emerging technologies such as arti�icial intelligence, big data,
and the Internet of Things.

Drawing on Huawei’s global expertise in ICT solutions and Indus Cloud’s strong 
local presence, the partnership aims to build a robust and future-ready cloud 
ecosystem that aligns with the goals of the Digital Pakistan initiative and 
promotes technological innovation nationwide. This collaboration will not only 
enhance data security, scalability, and accessibility for businesses and 
government institutions, but also empower startups, SMEs, and large 
enterprises to accelerate their digital transformation journeys. By integrating 
advanced cloud infrastructure with localized support, the initiative will foster 
innovation, create new economic opportunities, and contribute to a more 
connected and competitive Pakistan in the global digital economy.
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DHA Multan and Kingly Solutions contract
signed for Nova Business Center

We are delighted to share that a contract has been 
signed between DHA Multan and Kingly Solutions 
(Pvt) Ltd for the construction of Nova Business 
Center – a state-of-the-art mixed utility arcade in 
Sector C.

This landmark project will feature premium 
commercial and lifestyle spaces, enhancing the 
community experience and supporting DHA 
Multan’s vision of world-class infrastructure.

Brig Ahmad Rizwan Ghumman SI(M) Project Director DHA Multan address the event.
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ADB approvoes $410 mn financing 
package for Pakistan Reko Diq

Reko Diq project marks biggest FDI in country’s history

he Asian Development Bank (ADB) approved a $410 million financing 
package to help develop Pakistan’s Reko Diq copper mine, one of the 

world’s largest untapped deposits, which will be operated by Barrick 
Gold.

The project will help meet rising global demand 
for critical minerals and unlock
transformative economic development and 
poverty reduction in the nation, read a
statement on Friday.

“Reko Diq will help the critical minerals supply 
chain, while advancing the clean
energy transition and driving digital innovation 
across the region and beyond,” said ADB President 
Masato Kanda.

ADB’s support is also a game-changer for Pakistan, 
creating quality jobs and

underpinning the nation’s transition toward a more 
resilient and diversified economy.
ADB is one of several agencies funding the first 
phase of Reko Diq, with a financing package which 
should help unlock greater private capital by 
derisking this investment.

“ADB’s contribution consists of up to $300 million 
in senior loans to the Reko Diq
Mining Company Private Limited (RDMC), which 
owns the mine, and a $110
million partial credit guarantee to cover the equity 
component of the Government
of Balochistan.

Real News, Real-Time, Real Connections35 Real News, Real-Time, Real Connections



“Financing for the project will be the largest 
foreign direct investment in Pakistan’s history,” 
read the statement.

When fully complete, Reko Diq is expected to be 
the world’s fifth-largest copper
mine.

In the first phase, the mine will produce on 
average 800,000 tons of copper
concentrate per annum and play a key role in 
addressing the projected global copper 
shortfall.Copper, a critical mineral for energy 
transition and digital transformation, is essential 
to the global production of renewable energy 
technologies, electric
vehicles, batteries, smartphones, and data 
centres.

Located in the Chagai district of 
Balochistan—Pakistan’s least developed

province—the Reko Diq copper-gold mine is 
expected to have a significant impact
on the economy.
RDMC is a joint venture designed to ensure 
equitable benefit-sharing. Barrick
Mining Corporation, which will build and operate 
the mine, owns 50% of RDMC;
the Government of Balochistan (through 
Balochistan Mineral Reserve Limited)
owns 25%; and three federal state-owned 
enterprises together own 25%.ADB said that Reko 
Diq is the first mining project supported by the 
multilateral lender under its new Critical 
Minerals-to-Manufacturing Value Chains 
approach, designed to help
Asia and the Pacific capitalise on rising demand for 
materials essential to clean energy and digital 
technologies.

The approval by ADB’s Board of Directors 
authorises ADB to proceed with
finalising the loan documentation and other 
requirements before the financing can
be formally committed through signed agreements 
at a later date.

ADB to provide $410 million package for Barrick-
run Pakistan mine, sources say
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20TH SOLAR PAKISTAN EXHIBITION 
2025 KARACHI

Pakistan’s Premier Platform for Solar & Sustainable Energy

The 20th edition of Solar Pakistan Exhibition 2025, organized by Fakt Exhibitions, was 
successfully held from 15th to 17th August at Expo Centre Karachi, Innovatex digital 
Magazine covered this Mega Event as Official Media Partner. 

This year’s exhibition attracted a wide 
spectrum of government representatives, 
global innovators, manufacturers, 
suppliers, investors, and industry leaders, 
making it a powerful platform for 
knowledge sharing, business 
collaboration, and technology showcase.

With Pakistan rapidly moving toward 
cleaner, affordable, and more reliable 
power solutions, the exhibition 
highlighted advancements in solar home 
systems, water pumping, lighting 
technologies, and industrial-scale 
renewable projects.

According to IRENA, Pakistan has 7.1 GW of 
installed hydropower capacity, with a 
potential of 60 GW in hydropower and 50 
GW in wind energy. Combined with the 
growing adoption of solar, renewable 
energy is fast becoming the most 
cost-effective and sustainable choice for 
both households and industries.

The 20th Solar Pakistan Exhibition 2025 
was more than just a trade show. It was a 
strategic hub for investment, innovation, 
and partnerships, playing a vital role in 
driving Pakistan toward a sustainable 
and energy-secure future.

Mr Saleem Khan Tanoli  ( CEO FAKT Exhibitions )
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GLIMPSESA Trusted Name in Solar Excellence 
Nizam Energy Stands Tall at Multan 2025
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Over the past decade and more, 
ITIF Asia (previously known as 
ITIF Asia) has grown into one of 
Pakistan’s most prestigious trade 
fairs, earning recognition by UFI 
the Global Association of the 
Exhibition Industry.
The fair historically integrates 
several sub-exhibitions spanning 
Power & Alternative Energy, Oil 
& Gas, Auto & Transport, Engi-
neering, Machine Tools & Hard-
ware, Mines & Minerals, 

Solar & Wind, Electric Vehicle 
Technology, and more offering a 
comprehensive lens on industrial 
advancement.
Past editions have seen participa-
tion from over 100 international 
and domestic exhibitors and 
welcomed attendees from more

 than a dozen countries, including 
China, Korea, Taiwan, Iran, Belarus, 
and beyond. The fair has also been 
regularly supported by key govern-
ment bodies covering energy, envi-
ronment, engineering, and trade 
underlining its strategic role in 
Pakistan’s industrial agenda.

Karachi’s largest industrial trade 
fair, ITIF Asia the International 
Trade & Industrial Fair is once 
again gearing up to take center 
stage. Organized by Ecommerce 
Gateway Pakistan (Pvt) Ltd., ITIF 
sia returns to the Karachi Expo 

Centre as a multi-sector industrial 
showcase that blends machinery, 
energy, automotive, and technology 
under one roof.  Here’s a captivat-
ing look inside what makes this fair 
essential reading for innovators 
and decision-makers.

15

Inside ITIF Asia: The Powerhouse Trade Fair Driving 
Industrial Innovation in Karachi

A Legacy of Innovation and Industry Collaboration

Upcoming Events
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Technological Showcase:
From heavy machinery and automotive systems to 
renewable energy solutions, each edition has 
presented cutting-edge innovations. Exhibitors have 
showcased novel machinery, energy-ef�icient 
equipment, and smart industrial solutions tailored to 
Pakistan’s evolving infrastructure needs.

Government-Industry Synergy:
Prominent leaders and department heads from energy 
ministries to engineering councils have consistently 
attended, reinforcing public-private collaboration. The 
fair’s role as a nexus for policy dialogue and investment 
pitching has been a recurring highlight.

Networking & Enterprise Growth:
With over 35,000 participants recorded in some editions, IFIT Asia has enabled countless business connections, 
joint ventures, and technological partnerships. Delegates from factory managers to trade association heads have 
used the platform to explore co-development opportunities and supply chain integrations 

What Made Previous Editions Memorable

16
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The upcoming edition, scheduled for late August at the Karachi Expo Centre, promises to uphold and expand 
on that legacy. Here’s what attendees can look forward to
Scale & Reach: 
 Expect over 300 exhibitors and a projected visitor turnout of 25,000+, spanning sectors across industrial 
machinery, mining, energy, automotive, automation, and raw materials.
Diverse Industrial Domains on Display:
Engineering & Heavy Machinery.

Discover Cutting-Edge Tech: 
Learn about the latest in EV drivetrains, renewable power 
modules, digitized manufacturing equipment, and industry 
4.0 solutions.
Drive Business Growth: 
Forge alliances with local and global OEMs, negotiate 
import-distribution deals, and source solutions tailored for 
Pakistan’s climate and infrastructure.
Gain Market Insight: 
Through demos, dialogues, attendees can gauge sector 
trends like energy transition, automated manufacturing, and 
EV logistics that will in�luence CAPEX plans for the next �iscal 
years.

technology providers, OEMs, energy consultants, and procurement specialists. Corporate visitors will include 
buyers and planners seeking new lines and technology transfers.
Structured Engagement:
Exhibition zones provide sector-based focus.
Networking lounges and matchmaking services help forge partnerships.
Live demos and product walkthroughs allow for immersive engagement and deal-making.

Power & Alternative Energy.
Oil & Gas Technologies.
Automotive & EV Innovation.
Solar & Wind Tech.
Mining & Industrial Tools.
Fluid Systems & Plumbing Equipment.
Strategic Sectors in Focus: 
With themes like Electrical Vehicles, Renewable Energy, and Smart 
Manufacturing, the fair aligns with Pakistan's industrial shift toward 
modernization and sustainability.
Exhibitor & Visitor Highlights: Participants will include 

What’s on Deck for the Upcoming IFIT Asia (Karachi)

Why Industry Professionals Should Attend

16
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Pakistan has successfully launched 
its latest remote-sensing satellite 
under the PakSat/PRSS program, 
with the launch carried out in 
collaboration with China. The satel-
lite is equipped with advanced 
imaging capabilities that will 
provide high-resolution data for 
agriculture monitoring,urban plan-
ning, and disaster management.

Of�icials expect it to signi�icantly-
improve crop yield forecasting, 
optimize irrigation planning, and 
support early warning systems for 
�loods, earthquakes, and other 
natural hazards. The mission 
underscores Pakistan’s growing 
investment in space technology to 
support national development and 
resilience.

Pakistan’s New Earth-Observation Satellite Strengthens 
Mapping & Disaster Response

HBL Micro�inance Bank has signed 
a strategic partnership with 
SUPARCO to integrate satellite 
imagery into agricultural lending. 
Using remote sensing, the bank will 
be able to assess crop health, verify 
cultivation patterns, and score 
farm loan risk with far greater 
accuracy. This approach aims to

 speed up loan approvals for farm-
ers, reduce defaults, and enhance 
�inancial inclusion for rural com-
munities. The model will also 
enable ongoing monitoring of 
farms, helping both lenders and 
farmers to respond to climate-re-
lated challenges more effectively.

HBL Micro�inance & SUPARCO Partner to Use Satellite Data 
for Smarter Farm Loans

Allied Bank Limited has formed a 
research and innovation alliance 
with LUMS’ Centre for Data Analyt-
ics and Research (CeDAR) to 
explore blockchain-based �inancial 
solutions and advanced analytics 
applications. The collaboration will 
focus on projects such as tokenized 
deposits, secure digital audit trails, 
and data-driven banking products. 
Alongside technical innovation, the 
initiative will create a talent pipe-
line, with students working directly 
on real-world �inancial technology 
challenges.

Allied Bank & LUMS Join Forces on Data Science & 
Blockchain Innovation

9
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The Punjab government has rolled out a large-scale 
initiative to provide free rooftop solar systems to 
households consuming less than a de�ined threshold 
of monthly electricity. The program aims to reduce 
dependency on the national grid, lower electricity 
bills, and promote clean energy adoption in both 
urban and rural areas.  By targeting vulnerable 
consumers �irst, the project is positioned as a model 
for cost-effective renewable energy deployment in 
Pakistan.

Punjab’s Free Solar Power Project Targets Energy Relief 
for Low-Income Households

Lahore’s public transport authori-
ties have expanded their electric 
bus network infrastructure with a 
newly constructed nine-bay 
charging depot. The facility is 
designed to handle fast-charging 
needs for the city’s growing electric
bus �leet, enabling 

smoother service on existing 
routes and laying the groundwork 
for expansion to additional corri-
dors. Transport planners see this 
as a key step toward reducing the 
city’s carbon footprint while offer-
ing commuters a cleaner, quieter 
travel option.

Lahore’s Electric Bus Program Gets Boost with 
New Charging Hub

The Nishat Group has entered into 
an agreement with Chinese auto-
maker Chery to assemble a range of 
vehicles locally, including hybrid 
and fully electric models. The move 
is expected to strengthen Paki-
stan’s automotive supply chain,  

encourage vendor localization, 
andintroduce more technologically 
advanced vehicles to the local 
market. Industry insiders suggest 
the partnership could also position 
Pakistan as an export hub for 
certain Chery models in the region.

Nishat Group to Assemble Chery Vehicles in Pakistan, 
Expanding EV Capacity

Atlas Honda, Pakistan’s largest 
motorcycle manufacturer, has 
announced plans to enter the elec-
tric two-wheeler market with its 
�irst locally assembled e-scooter. 
The upcoming model will be 
produced at a dedicated facility and 
is designed for urban commuters 

seeking a cost-effective, low-main-
tenance alternative to traditional 
petrol bikes. By leveraging its vast 
dealership network, Atlas Honda 
aims to bring electric mobility to 
the mainstream, marking a signi�i-
cant shift in Pakistan’s two-wheel-
er market.

Atlas Honda Prepares for Launch of Locally Built Electric Scooter

10
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The Pakistan Stock Exchange 
witnessed a remarkable rally, with 
the benchmark KSE-100 Index 
surging beyond the 145,000 mark 
for the �irst time in history. The 
market’s momentum was fueled by 
strong corporate earnings, 
improved investor con�idence, and 
optimism over a more stable mac-
roeconomic outlook. Lower 

in�lationary pressures in preceding 
months, combined with a favorable 
trade environment and expecta-
tions of policy continuity, encour-
aged both domestic and foreign 
institutional buying. Analysts note 
that the rally re�lects growing 
con�idence in Pakistan’s capital 
markets as a viable destination for 
long-term investment.

PSX Smashes Records as KSE-100 Vaults Past 145,000 Points

11

Pakistan’s export sector showed a 
robust rebound, registering a 
nearly 17% year-on-year increase 
in July. Textile and IT services led 
the recovery, supported by 
improved energy availability and 
stable exchange rates, which 
enhanced competitiveness in 
global markets. However, the surge  

in imports  driven by industrial 
machinery, petroleum products, 
and raw materials  outpaced export 
gains, causing the trade de�icit to 
widen. Economists suggest that 
part of the import growth came 
from deferred orders placed earlier 
in the year to bene�it from newly 
implemented tariff reductions.

Pakistan’s Exports Rebound 17% as Trade De�icit Widens 
on Rising Imports

Pakistan’s consumer price in�lation 
picked up pace, rising to 4.1% 
year-on-year, reversing the easing 
trend seen in previous months. The 
increase was largely attributed to 
higher prices in key food catego-
ries, including wheat-basedprod-
ucts, vegetables, and cooking oil. 

While overall in�lation remains 
moderate compared to last year’s 
double-digit levels, analysts warn 
that seasonal factors, currency �luc-
tuations, and global commodity 
price volatility could in�luence 
price trends in the coming months.

In�lation Edges Higher to 4.1% as Food Prices Drive Gains

Overseas Pakistanis sent home a 
record $3.2 billion in remittances 
at the start of the �iscal year, mark-
ing a strong 7% year-on-year 
increase. In�lows were supported 
by Eid-related transfers, seasonal 
demand for family support, and 

improved formal banking channels. 
The State Bank of Pakistan high-
lighted that the sustained strength 
in remittances is a crucial buffer for 
the country’s current account, 
helping offset trade imbalances 
and bolstering foreign exchange 
reserves.

Worker Remittances Surge to $3.2 Billion — 
Strongest Start to a Fiscal Year
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Pakistan’s cement industry report-
ed a signi�icant increase in 
dispatches, re�lecting renewed 
activity in both public and private 
sector construction projects. 
Demand growth was fueled by 
infrastructure developments, hous-
ing projects, and seasonal

improvement in weather condi-
tions that support building activity. 
Industry stakeholders view this as 
a positive sign for related sectors 
such as steel, ceramics, and trans-
port, indicating a broader revival in 
the construction and allied indus-
tries.

Cement Dispatches Jump on Back of Rising Construction Demand

a focus on creating predictable 
trade rules, encouraging private 
sector participation, and reducing 
tariff barriers that have historically 
constrained Pakistan’s export com-
petitiveness. The agreement is seen 
as a potential catalyst for expand-
ing Pakistan’s share in the US 
market, particularly for value-add-
ed textiles, IT services, and 
processed agricultural products.

Islamabad and Washington have 
reached a trade understanding 
expected to ease market access for 
Pakistani goods in the United 
States while also boosting coopera-
tion in key sectors such as energy, 
mineral development, and infor-
mation technology. Of�icials from 
both sides have emphasized that 
the arrangement is aimed atdeep-
ening bilateral economic ties, with  

With new US tariff schedules now 
in effect, Pakistani exporters are 
recalculating pricing strategies to 
navigate an expected baseline rate 
of around 19% on certain imports. 
Industry stakeholders are mapping 
product categories most affected 
by the changes, with apparel, 
sports goods, and leather products 
identi�ied as potentially facing 
competitive pressure. Trade associ-
ations are calling for both 
short-term support measures and 
long-term productivity upgrades to 
ensure exporters maintain their 
foothold in a highly competitive 
market. Analysts suggest the shift 
could also accelerate Pakistan’s 
push to diversify its export destina-
tions beyond traditional North 
American and European markets.

US–Pakistan Trade Pact Opens Door to Lower Tariffs 
and Sectoral Investment

Global Tariff Resets Prompt Pakistani Exporters 
to Reassess Margins

12

NEWS

55



Real News, Real-Time, Real Connections

Barrick Gold has made signi�icant 
progress toward securing up to 
$3.5 billion in international �inanc-
ing for the $9 billion Reko Diq 
copper and gold mining project in 
Balochistan. The company has 
engaged multiple global lenders 
and export credit agencies, with 
discussions centering on struc-
turingdebt facilities that comple-
mentequity contributions. Once  

operational, Reko Diq is expected 
to position Pakistan as a key player 
in the global copper supply 
chain—an increasingly strategic 
resource in renewable energy and 
electric vehicle manufacturing. 
Beyond revenues, the project 
promises substantial local employ-
ment, infrastructure upgrades, and 
technology transfer.

Barrick Secures Global Financing Commitments for Reko 
Diq Copper-Gold Project

The International Finance Corpora-
tion (IFC) has deepened its involve-
ment in the Reko Diq project with 
an additional $400 million subordi-
nated loan, underscoring multilat-
eral con�idence in the venture’s 
long-term viability. This commit-
ment builds on earlier equity and 
advisory roles by IFC and is part of 

a broader �inancing package 
involving other international devel-
opment banks and private inves-
tors. The funding is expected to 
support environmental safeguards, 
community engagement programs, 
and capacity-building initiatives, 
alongside the core mining infra-
structure.

IFC Expands Funding Role in Reko Diq Development

Pakistan and Romania are stepping 
up bilateral trade and investment 
efforts, focusing on renewable 
energy projects, IT outsourcing 
partnerships, and processed food 
exports. Romanian trade envoys 
have highlighted opportunities for 
joint ventures in wind and solar 
power, technology parks, and agri-
business processing facilities. Both 
countries’ chambers of commerce 
are actively facilitating B2B match-
making, with early-stage talks indi-
cating interest from Romanian 
investors in setting up production 
bases in Pakistan for both domestic 
consumption and re-export to 
regional markets.

Pakistan–Romania Economic Partnership Eyes 
Energy, IT, and Agrifood Growth
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Pakistan Re�inery Limited (PRL) 
has broadened its crude oil portfo-
lio by sourcing Nigerian Bonny 
Light for the �irst time. This 
high-quality, low-sulphur crude is 
expected to improve yields of gaso-
line and diesel while reducing 
processing bottlenecks. Analysts   

say the move is part of PRL’s strate-
gy to reduce reliance on Middle 
Eastern grades and adapt to evolv-
ing global supply chains, particu-
larly as African and US crude 
streams become more competitive 
in the spot market.

Pakistan Re�inery Limited Diversi�ies with First 
Nigerian Bonny Light Crude Cargo
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Global lique�ied natural gas (LNG) 
prices have eased due to robust 
supply availability and muted 
European demand, creating more 
favorable conditions for import-de-
pendent countries like Pakistan. 
The softer market is giving Paki-
stan room to secure spot cargoes at 

competitive rates, which could help 
bridge domestic supply gaps 
during peak demand months. 
Energy planners are reportedly 
monitoring the market closely to 
time purchases in line with both 
price dips and storage capacity.

LNG Market Conditions Favor Pakistan’s Import Strategy

The government has opted to 
retain the current net-metering 
policy for rooftop solar installa-
tions after earlier discussions of 
revising feed-in tariffs met with 
resistance from renewable energy 
advocates. The decision maintains 
the economics for residential and 

commercial solar adopters, 
preserving the ability to offset high 
grid tariffs and sell excess power 
back to the system at favorable 
rates. Stakeholders see this as a 
positive sign for the continued 
growth of Pakistan’s distributed 
renewable energy sector.

Rooftop Solar Net-Metering Terms Remain Unchanged

Pak-Arab Re�inery Company 
(PARCO) is evaluating projects to 
expand both re�ining throughput 
and storage capacity, aiming to 
meet future domestic fuel demand 
while enhancing supply security. 
The plans reportedly include 
upgrades for cleaner fuel produc-
tion in compliance with Euro V 
standards and expanded pipelines 
to improve inland fuel logistics.

PARCO Eyes Expansion of Re�ining and Storage Capacity
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